Study objective-The aim was to trace 84 cases of jaundice that occurred following accidental ingestion of methylene dianiline (MDA) Conclusions-Although the dose and route of administration in the epidemic differed from occupational exposure, this follow up study a generation on provides little, if any, evidence of long term health sequelae. Nevertheless, in the absence of well documented exposure and health effects data, such accidental poisonings with proven animal carcinogens warrant long term follow up. The identified cohort will be the subject of further study.
In February 1965, a medical student reported sick with a history of severe upper abdominal pain of two days' duration which was followed by mild jaundice. This was the index case ofwhat proved to be an outbreak of jaundice in the Epping district of Essex which affected 84 people. The report' traced a common source for the illness to the consumption of a particular type of wholemeal bread. The flour used to make this bread had been accidentally contaminated in transit with 4,4'methylene dianiline (MDA), an epoxy resin hardening agent. At that time, no previous record of human poisoning with MDA had been reported, though animal experiments with unused wholemeal flour produced hepatic changes similar to the observed human effects. These were portal inflammation, eosinophilic infiltration, cholangitis, cholestasis, and varying degrees of hepatocellular damage. 
